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The Great Airport Security Race

FORTUNE SENDS TWO REPORTERS TO INVESTIGATE WHETHER THERE REALLY IS A BETTER WAY TO FLY. |

;

ESS TIME IN THE SECURITY LANE means more time to sleep.”
“Less time in the security lane means fewer missed flights.”
“Less time in the security lane means more time for break-
fast with my kids.” More than six years after Congress cre-
ated the torture chamber that is modern-day airport security, those
customer testimonials for the Clear registered traveler system have
gone from sounding like saccharine company-approved marketing
materials to downright sexy. Afterall, Clear, run by publishing mag-
nate Steven Brill, promises that after forking over $128 a year and
submitting to a background check, fingerprinting, and eyeball scans,

ports where they operate. We were skeptical; Clear, the largest of the
three companies that offer fast-track service through airport secu-
rity lines, is only in 16 airports, many of which already have shorter
lines for elite frequent fliers. So what's the value add? To find out,
Fortune sent two ace reporters on a one-day, 4,141-mile trek to test
it out at four airports. (We woke up at 4 A.m. and got back home at
3 A.M.) While our Clear card carrier saved only an average of
9% minutes per airport, he felt much more relaxed—and was able
to enjoy a few extra margaritas waiting for his colleague to catch
up. Read on for the play-by-play of our tortoise-and-hare tour
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